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A Note from the Principal... 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardians,

Spring is here! It was a bit snowy this 
winter and although we still have 
snow on the ground, bits of grass and 
a few tips of crocus and daffodils are 
beginning to peek through. Soon our windows will 
be opened and that wonderful smell of fresh air will 
permeate throughout the building. Keeping our 
students’ minds on the academics will be 
challenging. The staff will use their creative talents 
to keep them focused on the tasks presented to 
them. With such dedicated and talented staff, I am 
certain that this challenge will be conquered. 

The fourth and fifth grade play, The Wizard of Oz, 
was a smashing hit. This is the second time a 
combined effort between the two grades presented 
together and it is a wonderful new tradition. This 
will happen every other year. The students were 
very excited to work together as a team to make 
their play a success and our amazing director, Amy 
Kivela, was quite impressed with our talented 
students. The play chronicled the adventures of a 
young farm girl named Dorothy in the magical Land 
of Oz, after she and her dog, Toto, were swept 
away from their Kansas home by a cyclone. The 
students presented their play to a school 
community on March 31st. 

This time of year is also the time that the budget for 
next year is presented to the Board of Education 
and then to the taxpayers. There was a District 
Budget Hearing at 7 o’clock on Monday, March 27th 
at the Shepaug Middle/High School. The Annual 
District Meeting will be held on May 1, 2017, and 
the Budget Referendum is scheduled to take place 
on May 2, 2017.

On April 6th incoming kindergarten parents/
guardians and students are invited to attend a Meet 

and Greet Kindergarten Readiness Program. It will 
be held at Booth Free School at 9:30 a.m. An 
introductory presentation will kick off the program, 
followed by a visitation to the kindergarten 
classroom by students and a bit of outdoor play 
(weather permitting) and wrapping up with a 
presentation by the teacher. The visit will focus on 
how to prepare incoming kindergarteners for school 
and for a successful first year. The staff and I look 
forward to welcoming our new students to the 
Booth Free community. 

Finally, as we move into warmer weather and 
longer hours of daylight, please continue to stress 
t he impo r tance o f homework and t ime 
management. Homework continues throughout the 
year, and at times a child may need a bit more 
guidance in planning a busy afternoon or evening 
schedule. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella  

Principal 

 
  APRIL DATES TO 

REMEMBER  

4/1 April Fools!

4/5 National Walking Day,  All School Walk

4/5 COLT Rhyme Celebration

4/5 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

4/6 Kindergarten Meet & Greet, 9:30-10:30 PM

4/10-14 Spring Recess, School Closed

4/17 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 PM

4/29 Talent Show. 2:00 PM and 6:30 PM



Kindergarten:

A Celebration of Reading 

W e h a d s o m u c h f u n 
c e l e b r a t i n g Read Across 
America last m o n t h ! W e 
k n o w m o r e about books 
than ever: from sounds to “snap words,” it 
has been wonderful to 
s e e c h i l d r e n 
transition from being 
story l isteners to 
s tory te l l e r s . To 

celebrate, we decided to 
t r i c k o u r r e a d i n g 
b u d d i e s , t h e t h i r d 
graders, into sharing 

Seuss books with us, 
on l y to surpr i se 
them by reading 
many of the words 
on our own. The best 
moment was when 

our very own class 
shelf elf gave us the 
best gift of all: more 
books we could keep 
forever. Our squeals of 
excitement could e 
heard from upstairs! 

Grade 2:  
Arctic Animals! 

It has been a busy few weeks in second 
grade! Students chose an Arctic animal 
that they wanted to research. They wrote 
a research 
paper that 
i n c l u d e d 
information 
o n t h e 
b a b i e s , 
d i e t , 
h a b i t a t , 
w h a t t h e 
animal looks like, and other interesting 
facts. Second graders used multiple 
resources from looking online to using 
books and magazines to research their 
animal. Students used Google Docs to 
write their final copy. 
  
Mrs. Manley worked with the class to 
c r e a t e a v i s u a l 
representation of 
t h e i r a n i m a l . 
Students were able 
t o c h o o s e f r o m 
c r e a t i n g a c l a y 
figure, painting a 
picture, making a 3-
d a n i m a l u s i n g 
paper roll tubes or drawing and cutting 
out a picture. Each student used their 
own creativity and put forth so much 
effort throughout this entire writing unit. 

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. 
Once you are at the district’s home 
page you can visit Booth 
Free School’s website. The 
s t aff w i l l b e a d d i n g 
information regularly. 

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Grade 4:  
    A Trip to  
the Museum! 

Booth Free fourth graders had the 
opportunity to visit The American Museum of 
Natural History earlier this month. The 
students were excited to see the many 
exhibits about dinosaurs, African Wildlife, 
and of course, DUM DUM from the movie 
Night at the Museum. The children observed 
ecosystems, they studied at the beginning of 
the year and other interesting science and 
historical aspects of our fourth grade 
curriculum, as well. They also were fascinated 
with New York City and all it had to offer 
visually. Thank you to the Student Council 
that funded our trip of a lifetime! 

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character 
of our students by encouraging a consistent set of 
ethical values that direct and guide behavioral 
choices. These universal values, which transcend 
political, religious, cultural, and the Golden Rule 
encompasses economic differences,  “Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.” Therefore, 
good Character Traits are essential to the learning 
process. We work throughout the year in developing 
the following: 

1.  Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 
5. Caring 
6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. 
Students are expected to exercise good citizenship at 
all times while in school, attending school-related 
activities and after school activities conducted at the 
school. This includes showing respect for the rights 
of others and regard for personal and school 
property. Students should strive to contribute to the 
climate of the school by being courteous and well 
mannered.  
Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, Steps 
to Respect when needed. 
It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
messages to our students regarding the development 
of positive student behaviors and thus, improve 
student learning.
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Vision Awareness
Your child’s eyes are constantly in use in the classroom and at play. The following are some vision problem 
warning signs. Ask the school nurse to have your child screened at school or check with your doctor for 
further advice if you notice any of these signs.

• Eyes turning inward (crossing) or outward

• Squinting or tending to rub eyes

• Headaches

• Blurred or double vision

• Losing place while reading or using finger to maintain place when reading

• Not doing as well in schoolwork as before or consistently performs below potential

• Avoiding close work or holding reading material closer than normal

• Eyes tire when reading or doing school work

• Turning or tilting head to use one eye only

• Making frequent reversals when reading or writing

Notes and News from the Nurse...

Here are some examples of how we encourage healthy habits here at Booth 
Free School with healthy lunches and non-food party celebration:



Concert Reminder!! 
Our Spring Concert will be taking place on Thursday, May 
18th. Information about the performance will be available 
in the coming weeks! 

5th Grade Band 
In 5th Grade Band, students have just 
completed a unit on Jazz music in order 
to celebrate February’s Black History 
Month. The experience concluded with a 
study of the 12 Bar Blues form and a 
performance of Duke Ellington’s “C Jam 
Blues”.  

4th Grade Band 
In 4th Grade Band, students have been 
using the solfege system (do-re-mi-fa-
so) in order to learn some of the 
beginning notes on their instruments in 
the key center of Bb. This month we will transition into 
a new key center of Eb, allowing students to explore 
new notes and add them to their repertoire.  

Habits of Mind…in Music!! 
The Habits of Mind are an identified set of 16 problem solving, life 
related skills by author Arthur L. Costa, that are necessary to 
effectively operate in society and promote strategic reasoning, 
insightfulness, perseverance, creativity and craftsmanship. The 
understanding and application of these 16 Habits of Mind serve to 
provide the individual with skills to work through real life situations 
that equip that person to respond using awareness, thought, and 
intentional strategy in order to gain a positive outcome. Below are 
the Top 6 Habits of Mind that I believe are essential to proper 
musical development on a band instrument. 

1. Persisting: Sticking to task at hand; Follow through to 
completion; Can and do remain focused. Practice makes 
perfect! 

2. Striving for Accuracy: Check for errors; Measure at least 
twice; Nurture a desire for exactness, fidelity & 
craftsmanship. Correct notes and rhythms are a must! Be 
sure to take the time to make sure you are practicing 
accurately! 

3. Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations: Use what is 
learned; Consider prior knowledge and experience; Apply 
knowledge beyond the situation in which it was learned.  

4. Taking Responsible Risks: Willing to try something new and 
different; Consider doing things that are safe and sane even 
though new to me; Face fear of making mistakes or of coming 
up short and don’t let this stop me.  

5. Finding Humor: Willing to laugh appropriately; Look for the 
whimsical, absurd, ironic and unexpected in life; Laugh at 
myself when I can. Remember to have fun!   

A Note    from  
Mr. Nanavaty

What we’re doing in the Music 
classroom..

Over the last year the music department has 
been using a brand new program called Quaver’s 
Marvelous World of Music. Maybe your child 
came home at some point talking about music 
class . . .  going on and on about an awesome 
lesson and a new friend named Quaver they met 
along the way. Quaver’s Marvelous World of 
Music is home to cutting-edge resources for the 
choral and general music program. Because we 
are able to use the program on our smartboards 
the interactive program brings music to life for 
students!

It provides a way to sing, dance, compose and 
play instruments like never before! Music 
teachers use QuaverMusic.com to distribute 
a ss i g n m e n ts a n d 
r e i n f o r c e l e s s o n 
o b j e c t i v e s w i t h 
musical games and quests. 
The site is free to students 
at home or in t h e 
classroom – so t h e y c a n 
co n t i n u e to f o s t e r a 
love of music w h e r e v e r 
they are . I f you have 
any questions o r w o u l d 
like to know more about 
Q u a v e r ’ s Marvelous 
W o r l d o f Music feel 
free to contact Miss Kirk! kirka@region-12.org

  A “Music”al 
Interlude from 

Miss Kirk

Parents are our partners in 
the important job of 

e d u cat i n g a l l o u r 
children. I urge you to 

attend and support the 
PTO, b e com e a m embe r, 
volunteer, and take part in 

helping your child to grow academically. 
PTO meetings will be held each month at 
6:30 p.m. The next scheduled PTO meeting 
is April 5th.

PTO

https://www.quavermusic.com/InfoCenter/QuaverApproach/AboutQuaver.html
https://www.quavermusic.com/InfoCenter/QuaverApproach/AboutQuaver.html


Invention 
Convention! 

Watch out Thomas Edison ! Our 
inventors are taking over! Booth Free 
and Burnham students participated in 
our Annual Invention Convention on 
March 16, 2017. After eight weeks of 
problem-solving, experimenting, and 
designing, our inventors were able to 
showcase their original creations. It 
was an evening full of ingenuity and 
innovation. The judges had a difficult 
task, but the three winners heading to 
the Regional Convention at Western 
Connecticut University are:  

● Eva Lucchesi - inventor of ”The 
Easy Drip Colander”  

● Helena Nelson - inventor of the 
“Doll-Ganizer”

● Giselle Bazos - inventor of The 



 
Words from the Library from 

Mrs. Sass
April is National Poetry Month, a time when libraries, 
schools, literary organizations, and poets across the country 
celebrate the art of poetry.  At Booth Free School, we will be 
reading and enjoying various kinds of poetry, and students will 
be learning how to find books of poetry in our library.  There are 
over a hundred great books of poetry available in our BFS 

library, from silly to serious, rhymes to haiku!  

In addition, students will be encouraged to try their hand at writing 
poems of their own for a national poetry contest. In past years, many 
Booth Free School students have entered and won recognition in a 
national contest conducted by Creative Communications.  Their 
poems were published in a special anthology of students’ work from 
across the country. We have also received copies for our library, 
which we proudly display in our poetry section.

This year, we had fifteen students’ poetry accepted for publication. 
Congratulations to all of our budding young poets! Hopefully, we will 
have even more entrants this year.

April 9-15, 2017 is National Library Week, a time to celebrate the 
contributions of our nation's libraries and librarians, and to promote 
library use and support. This year’s theme is “Libraries Transform.” 
Started in 1958, it is a national observance sponsored by the 
American Library Association (ALA) and libraries throughout the 
country. All types of libraries participate--school, public, academic 
and special. Tuesday, April 11, is National Library Workers Day, a 
day to recognize all library workers for their valuable contributions, 
and a wonderful time to visit one of our local libraries to show your 
appreciation….or perhaps become a library volunteer!

                                         Happy reading!
Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood. 

~T. S. Eliot

The Black Cat 

The Black cat 
creeps in 

the night, along 
the crooked 

street, hissing at 
mice. 

Hailie Collette 

Rabbit 

Soft, fuzzy, 
hopper. 

A small, fat, 
playful nipper, 
outdoors with 

big ears. 

Tonino Mavuli 

Spring 

Spring is here. Fresh 
winds. 

Play everyone. 
There’s strong sun. 
Clouds are out to 

play. 

Marc Rosenthal 

Dog 

A tiny short 
dog 

sleeping on a big 
fat couch, 

never waking up. 

Hunter Miller 

Through the 
Meadows 

A beautiful horse,  
    galloping through 

the meadows, 
   happily and free. 

Gabriella Quaranta

Summer 
                                                                 

Playing at the beach 
Flowers blooming at 

the park 
Jumping in the pool. 

Kaitlyn Smeriglio

  A horse of many 
dreams 

       
My horse, beautiful 
She is strong and 

powerful 
My horse, amazing 

Peyton Ongley

Stars 
 

Stars, beautiful 
stars 

Shining like 
diamonds at night 

Bringing lovely light 

Matilda Skiles



 Booth Free Student Council has been busy spreading kindness 
around the classrooms. Students had the 

opportunity to share their gratitude   for friends, 
places, and family on sticky notes through out the ten 

day campaign. Post-its were then 
placed on the Grateful Wall in the 
main lobby for all to see. If you 
looked closely, "You're on the Spot" 
stickers were scattered through  

          out the hallway floors reminding      
    us of being grateful and kind toward others. Kindness cards were 
passed on to each other when kindness was noticed by others. The school 
environment sparkled with positivity and energy! 

Dr. Seuss' birthday was celebrated earlier this month with 
readers from the Garden Club being guest readers in each of the 
classrooms. They shared their favorite Dr. Seuss books with the 
Booth students. We thank all of our guests for taking this special 
time to spend with us. 

Spirit Week is coming up the first week in May. We have some very exciting events 
planned for this week.  

Happy Spring! 

Studen
t 

Counci
l


News


The 4th and 5th grade production of “The 
Wizard of Oz” has been rescheduled for 

Monday, April 3, at 6:00 p.m.



Always have books on hand. Keep a book in your bag 
or your car’s glove compartment so 
your child can read in the car, or while 
waiting in line at the grocery store. 
Make regular trips to the library, and 
keep an eye out for books at bargain 
sales or garage sales. Or, consider 
holding a “book swap” with neighbors 
and friends. For birthdays or holidays, 
give your child new reading material. 

Keep it up. Find ways to encourage 
your child to pick up new reading 
material to read once one book is 
fi nished. For instance, introduce him 
or her to a series or ask your librarian 
for books by the same author. Draft a 
“to-read” list that your child can check 
off . Consider subscribing your child to 
a magazine for kids. 

Focus on their interests. Encourage 
your child to check out books from the library that 
feature characters or topics he or she is interested in. 
Whether it’s NASCAR to NASA, the topic doesn’t matter 
(as long as it’s age-appropriate), as long as your child is 
reading. 

Read out loud together. Schedule time to read aloud 
together, taking turns to read passages. Invite your 
entire family to participate. Use diff erent voices for 
diff erent characters, or invite your child to make sound 
eff ects for the story. 

Make it a routine. Consider how to make reading 
habitual. Your family could have a weekly read-aloud 
session, or you and your child could read each week 
before bed.

Be a patient listener. No matter how slowly your young 
learner reads, avoid fi nishing sentences for your child. 

Gently correct mistakes, sound out words together, 
and let your child know you’re proud. 

Cut the distractions. During reading 
time, turn off  or put away electronic 
devices. Make sure you follow the rule, 
too.

Ask questions. Ask your child about 
what he or she is reading in school or 
what you are reading together. Try 
open-ended questions such as, “Why 
do you think the character did that?,” 
“What would you do if you were in that 
situation?,” or “What do you think will 
happen next?”

Read beyond books. Invite your child 
to read menus, greeting cards, movie 
listings, newspaper comic strips, or 
directions to a destination. Word 
recognition is an important step for 

reading fl uency, so consider using strips of paper and 
tape to label everyday objects in your home to boost 
your child’s familiarity with words.

T he seeds for success in the classroom are sown at home. Encouraging children to read at home is one of the 
most powerful ways that parents can support students’ learning. Just 15 minutes of reading at home per day 

can make a diff erence in students’ reading fl uency. Prioritize reading with these tips.

RP 29:7
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Report

toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
Sign up for Club Connect, a reading and 
philanthropy initiative from NAESP and United 
Way. Your school may be already signed up—
check with your principal. 
www.unitedwayclubconnect.org/

Visit Reading Rockets Parent Tips page for 
specifi c activities for readers of various age 
groups.
www.pbs.org/launchingreaders/parenttips.html 


